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The Educational Amendments

Interest s now being aroused thruout the State of Kentucky
over two proposed amendments to the Constitution which are to
be voted upon at the November election,

One ametddment provides for the removal of the State Super.
intendent from politics.  Instend of being a political candidate on
the ticket with the candidutes for other state offices, he i to be
chosen boenuse of professional efficiency with a view to serving
the highost interests of the children of Kentueky,

The sevond amendment provides for setting aside ten per
cent of the school money of the State to supplement salaries and
school improvements of counties whose funds are inndequate.

These two amendments should challenge the attention of every
true Kemtuckian, The State of Kentucky has stood too long
near the bottom of the states in educational rank. We have paid
too much attention, in the past, to the development of Bluegras.
farms, fox hunting, horse racing, mining and lumbering, and too
little attention to the education of our children. We have too
long maintained n provineinl life in the different counties of the
State. Nothing i= more wholesome than local pride, but nothing
is more detrimental to the best interests of the whole than the
“hetter than thou” or the “more prosperous than thou" attitude of
A locnl community or county

Now back to the point at issue. The State Superintendent
has been a political plum to be plucked by a “deserving Demo-
crat” or @ “desorving Republican.” It is one of the aggregation
of political offices that are divided up among the party aspirants
of the ruling dynaxty. He cannot sueceed himself in office, hence
he sperds the first two years of his term in getting acquainted,
and the second two years of his term trying to get the office of
Secretary of State or some other position.  In the meantime, he
wivea a smattering to the children of the State.

The adoption of the constitutional amendment that would make
the State Superintendent an appointive executive is frought with
danger, because in many counties the removal of the eounty super.
intendent from politics has not been the “God send” that some
thought i% would be.

At the present time some counties are tyving up the appoint-
ment of the superintendent with politics, This unsatisfactory state
of affairs can be greatly relieved I)}' placing the election of the
County Board on some other date than the regular November
eloction and, »o far ns possible, the appointment of the County
Superintendent on & different year from the county election pri
mMAry

The present system of choosing the County Superintendent is
mot n failure, but certain wenknesses as to time and method of
making the appointment should be remedied in order to secure
wreater success in the operntion of the law. By all means the
State Superintendent should be removed from politics, but unbess
the method of choosing the superintendent is definitely worked
out before the election, the amendment will be in danger of de-
feat. The people are getting tired of personal appointments to
pay political debts, and if the choosing of the State Superintend-
ent in lnrgely left in the hands of the Governor or a group of men
under the direct influence of the dominating party, then the sys-
tem of appontment will be just ax bad as the system of popular
election,

We have had instances of Nutional Commissioners of Educa-
tion heing appointed by the President, to pay an obligation to a
group of individuals, or to a state for certain politien] favors, If
such a course is ever pursued by a President of a Great Nation
like ours, you can expect as much and more from the Governor
of a State

Unless o safe and apgquestionnhle method of choosing the State
Superintendent is announced before the election, the amendment
will be lost. The second amendment, which provides for a4 ten
percent genersl  relief  fund, find its  greatest opponents
among the richer counties who can operate their schools on @

will

very low tax assessment while other countivs cannot raise suff
cient money with the maximum levy.
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The Majesty of the Law

A Tragedy, in Three Acts
By Alson Baker

DRAMATIS PERSONAE

Bootlegger A Judge
Moonshiner Moonshiner's Daughter
Sheriff and Deng® ex Sheriff's Wife
Musiclans
Acet L

Seene 1. Morning. The Forest. A monnshine still,
Enter Moonshiner, solus,

Moonshiner: | wonder why my friend and co.worker
Should linger thus when Phoebus glads the morn?
For we were wont to greet the morning star
Together, cup in hand,—but here he comesn,
Good morrow, friend. 1 greet thy tardy steps
With cheerful mien, but deep within my soul
I feel the dim suggestion of a fear,
Frter Bootlegier,
Bootlegger: Well mayst thou fear, for st the middle watch
Of sable night & messenger arrived
Post haste to me and whispered in the dark
Such tidings ax it liked me not to hear,
For it would seem that there are those in pow'r
And holding office at thig present time,
Who wixh ux ill; and shortly will appear
Arm'd with authority and naked steel
To confiscate our whisky and our still,
Moonshiner: 1 do perceive that thou art speaking sooth,
But who are these misguided, bold bad men?
Bootlegger: A Sheriff and a Judge and Deputies.
Exeunt.

Seene 11,
ut breakfast,
Judge: 1 tell thee, 1 am thirstier than thou,
Full twenty days have dragged their weary lengths
Since mught of comfort hath absturged my throat,
And not one jot nor tittle of my thirst
Will 1 abate, but 1 will on with thee,
And on and on, until T find a drink.
Sheriff: Thou ravest. In thy mad desire to steal
My lawful perquisites thou dost forget
The seven quarts | stole and shared with thee
A week ago, Thus doth ingratitude
Corrupt judicial nature and destroy
Harmonlous accord and equity.
Judge: Thou liest in thy throat. The seven quarts
Thou owedst me, and 1 but took what was mine own,
Sheriff: A pox upon thy words. My parched throat
Methinks could =wallow such a flood as pours
Across Niagara's rocks, were water booze,
First Deputy: Peace, Judge, and Sheriff both, This =illy strife
Can lead to naught but pain and drier throats,
Second Deputy: Thou speakest well,
That we are keepors of a pair of babes
Sheriff: Peace, varlets, forward march. And ere the sun
Hath touched the zenith on his westwanl way
We'll wet our whistles, 1 devoutly pray.

A room in an inn. A Judge, Sheriff, and Deputies

It doth appear

Exeunt.

Seene TIT. A moonshine still being dismantled, Moonshiner
working frantically, Bootlegger assisting. \
Enter Moonshiner’s Daughter,
Daughter: O, Haste and hide the worm!
Re-echo to the tramp of armed men,
And even now the joyful birds have hushed
Their morning songs and hark with open throat
To these invaders of their sylvan grove,
Moonshiner: What way i= their advance, and in what force?
Daughter:  Thev're coming down the wind, but | do fear
That they will cirele us, and then their sense
Of smell, which hath the keenness of a hound's,
Will lead thém straightway up the wind to us.
Their numbers are not great, but what they lack
In numbers they make up in thirst and zeal.
Moonghiner: Ah, woe is me!
Enter from three sides Judge, Sheriff, and Deputies.
Sheriff: Ho! Stand, upon the peril of your lives!
Bind ye them all, and senrch the woods around
That not one guilty drop may "seape our eves,
(Whispering) But Jet no man presume to find the worm.

The verdant hills

Ev'n as we gpeak they come!

Judge: Now let us all unite (o search among
The rocks and trees for what they may conceal.
They scatter and search, leaving the prisoners.

Act 1L

Scene 1, Same, prisoners on stage, bound.

Enter Judge with jug at one side of stage, Sheriff at other
with large gourd. Sheriff drinks,

(Divinking) 0O, potent distillation of the corn,

In all the world there's naught refocillates

And brightens up the logal mind as thou.

I call to mind the days of olden time

When courts a|.|u'||--||-r'| their Justie "twix their |il':::L-i,

And thinking thus, T am persundod wel),

That aufter all the old days were the best

Now 1 do feel my better nature rise

And vanquish that which made me mean and =mall,

And 1 could toke them to my heart, who break

The senseless laws of prim society,

But T must weep when that T think upon

My father dead and gone before my time,

And all their ancestors back to the flood,

For they arve dend! O, dend a million times

In that they never knew what moonshine is! (Weeps),
Sheritf: O, learned Judge, had 1 thy gift of speech

And flow of words, 1'd never stop to weep,

But 1 would spend loguacious hours in pmise

Of these good anlchemists, who in our view,

Take all the world and turn it into gold!

I pray thee, speak again and glad mine ears

With swent poetic talk. My red necked sire

Thought not on culture and scholastie lore,

Hut ever worshipped Mammon, And with ear

Attuned to rude barbarvie rhymes and tunes

I sing for ever in my untrained mind,

Judge:

Judge: (Drinking) 1 do recall, & sweet convivial song,
Which 1 will wing if 1 do have the voice,
But cobwebs have beset my throat of late
And if 1 can contrive to wash them down, (Drinks)
I'll try a stave or two, But what is this? (Sees girl).
Ah, beauteous damsel, who would bind thee thus?
Thy tender limbs were surely fashioned forth
From flesh of baby angels; and thy bloom
Would grace the fairest rose of Paradise.
I wonder how thou dost contrive to keep
The thieving bees from those red lips of thine!

(Cuts her bonds),

Sherift: 1 fain would hear thee sing, O, learned Judge,
The song thou promised but a moment hence,
Judge: Sweet damsel, | must sing for him or we
Will have no peace, for he is music mad,
Sita down beside girl and singw.
“Wish | was in Tennessee,
Sittin° on a rail,
One arm around my truelove's neck
And a rabbit by the tail”
Musie, fiddle and banjo.
Sheriff gits down on other side of girl.
(Continued on page eight)
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Build Your New H

’.

[ We are well prepared to furnish all kinds of
building material to build good houses at re-

- markable prices.
Flooring $2.50 to $5.00 per hundred

. Poplar weather boarding $3.50 to $7.00

', Framing .- - $3.50 per hundred

Let us supply your needs in

BUILDING MATERIAL

at

ROCK BOTTOM PRICES

Stephens & Muncy

BLUE GRASS FAIR

LEXINGTON, SEPT. 5-10
$50,000 Pg:uionS $50,000

I;IVE STOCK EXHIBITS, ALL KINDS
Poultry, Fox Hound, Baby Shows

BIG LABOR DAY CELEBRATION
Jr. 0. U. A. M. Day, Wed., Sept. 7

HARREL'S FLYING CIRCUS -TUES-WED.
Sensational -—Huudom—_: Parachute I.:np, Ete.

FIREWORKS EVERY NITE
RUNNING RACES DAILY

ZEIDMAN & POLLIE—25 Car Exposition Shows

Something New Every Day. REDUCED R. R. RATES
“And the Price Remains the Same"—50c _

Maysville Boys Band---Every Day and Nite
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—will finish the walls attractively.

Carey board is ideal for attic and third floor rooms,

It is

| made of wood fibre in three layers and the layers are cemented

with water-proof asphalt,

Asphalt, is @ wonderful insulating material -that’s one reason why Carey

Board applied to your unfinished attic will make the room itself and the
house cooler in sununer and warmer in winter. vl

Carey Board comes regularly in a cheerful buff color, also in five colors to

match MI.I]..I wood finishes. It can

You can apply it yourself or with the aid of a single carpenter.
Very ine

no delays, no regrets. It is
cunily i

be painted or decorated if desired.

No muss,
ve, it can never crack, it can be

at any time. We have it in stock in as many or as few sheets

& you

BEREA, KY.

STEPHENS}& MUNCY

PHONE 113




